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Markus Law 

• M.A. Early Childhood 
Education 

• Graduate Certificate in 
Applied Behavior Analysis 

• 20+ Years Teacher / 
Director / Administrator 

• Behavioral Specialist & 
Parent Consultant 

• Musician & Puppeteer 
• Father of 3

Pathfinder CD President 

Today We Will Explore

• Reimagining Circle Time 

• The 5 Components of a Strong 
Music Program 

• Whole-Child Development 
Through Music 

• Program Buy-In & Educational 
Puppetry 

• Practical, Ready-to-Use 
Strategies

Session Overview

The Heart of a 
Child

• Take off your grown-up teacher hat 
for a moment. Children learn through 
play—and to guide them, we need to 
remember what it feels like to be a 
child: curious, joyful, and 
imaginative. 

• The Fish Philosophy reminds us to: 
Choose your attitude, Be present, 
Make someone’s day, and Play. 

• Teaching isn’t just about academics—
it’s about the energy and spirit we 
bring to our classrooms.”



LET'S PLAY

How to be Fun

• Define effective Circle Time 

• Buy-In 

• Understand 5 components of 
music program 

• Integrate music across 
curriculum 

• Learn songs, transitions & 
puppetry strategies 

• Have Fun with Circle Time & 
Puppets 

Workshop 
Objectives

What Is Circle 
Time?
• Structured group learning 

experience 
• Builds community 
• Integrates music, 

movement & academics 
• Encourages full 

participation



The Buy-In: 7 Keys

1. Shared Vision 

2. Consistency 
3. Team Unity 
4. Modeling for Families 
5. Professional Growth 
6. We Not Me Mindset 
7. Commitment Inspires 

Commitment

1. Singing 
2. Instruments 
3. Movement & Dance 
4. Quiet Listening 
5. Rhythmic Activities

5 Components of 
a Music Program

Developmental 
Benefits of Music

• Auditory Memory 
• Vocabulary & Language 
• Social Skills 
• Motor Development 
• Creativity & 

Imagination 
• Emotional Regulation



• Hello Song 
• Attendance & Names 
• Alphabet / Numbers 
• Weather / Days 
• Transition Song 
• Story 
• Goodbye Song

Average Circle 
Time Flow

Essential Circle 
Time Songs
• Criss Cross Applesauce 
(Transition Song) 

• Hello Song 
• 5 Little Ducks 
• Itsy Bitsy Spider 
• Little Red Caboose 
• Rock-A-Bye Your Bear 
• Goodbye Song

• Try “Talking Blues” 
• Use simple tech support 
• Play a basic instrument 
• Use a puppet mascot

If You Can't 
Sing...



Why Use 
Puppets?
• Build social skills 
• Encourage emotional 

expression 
• Support literacy 
• Improve behavior 

management 
• Increase engagement 
• They’re FUN!

• Reinforce ELA, Math, 
Science, Social Studies 

• Strengthen 
communication 

• Increase motivation 
• Support behavior 

regulation

Educational 
Puppetry Goals

Core Puppeteering 
Skills
• Puppet Posture 
• Eye Contact (Focus) 
• Mouth Action 
• Duration 
• Lip Sync 
• Rhythm & Articulation



• Transitions 
• Attendance 
• Storytelling 
• Behavior Modeling 
• Music & Games

Integrating Puppets 
into Circle Time

Final 
Takeaways
• Inspire others to lead 
• Use a character mascot 
• Embed music across 

curriculum 
• Practice puppetry skills 
• Have Fun!

Hot Takes
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